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HAWAI’I
OUR STORY. OUR FUTURE.



KINGDOM
1810



1 8 1 0

King Kamehameha the Great 
unifies the Hawaiian islands 
into one nation under his 
sovereign rule with a capital in 
Lāhainā, Maui. The capital is 
later moved to Honolulu, O‘ahu.

UNIFIED AND 
INDEPENDENT



CONSTITUTION
1840

KAMEHAMEHA III



INTERNATIONAL 
RECOGNITION

By the United Kingdom and France

1843



KINGDOM  
OF HAWAI’I TREATIES

Austria-Hungary 1875

Belgium 1862

Denmark 1846

France 1846 & 1857

Germany 1879

Great Britain 1836, 1846 & 1851

Italy 1863

Japan 1871 & 1886

Netherlands 1862

Portugal 1882

Russia 1869

Samoa 1887

Spain 1863

Sweden & Norway 1852

Swiss Confederation 1864

United States 1849, 1870, 1875, 1883 & 1884



By the 1890s, the Hawaiian Kingdom had 
136 diplomatic posts around the world.

136



OVERTHROW
1893



THE OVERTHROW

1 8 9 3

Then, on January 17th 1893,  the 
Hawaiian Kingdom is seized in a 
coup with the backing of fully 
armed U.S. troops.

1 8 8 7

U.S. business interests force King 
Kalakaua to sign a new constitution 
drastically reducing the power of 
the throne and increasing the power 
of non-native Hawaiians.



THE QUEEN’S 
RESPONSE
Hawaii’s Queen Lili‘uokalani urges 
her people not to take up arms, 
trusting the American people and 
government will peacefully resolve 
the situation.



PRESIDENT 
CLEVELAND
U.S. President Grover Cleveland describes 
the overthrow as a shameful “act of war” 
against a friendly, sovereign nation. He and 
Lili‘uokalani agree to terms to settle the 
matter, but the U.S. Congress fails to 
implement the settlement.



ANNEXATION
1898



1 8 9 8

Under cover of the Spanish-
American War, U.S. Congress passes 
a joint resolution to annex the 
Hawaiian Islands out of “military 
necessity”. The rogue, self-declared 
Republic of Hawai‘i “cedes” the 
Islands to the U.S.

ANNEXATION 
BY CONGRESS



1 9 0 0

The U.S. passes the Organic Act to 
establish the “Territory of Hawai‘i”; 
claims Republic of Hawai‘i “lands” as 
U.S. lands; and converts Republic of 
Hawai‘i citizens and Hawaiians into 
U.S. citizens.

TERRITORY 
OF HAWAI’I



HUI ALOHA ‘AINA



THE KŪ`Ē
Named for the Hawaiian word 
for opposition, the Kū`ē Petitions 
of 1897 were central to the 
protest against annexation.



82% of the population of Hawai`i signed the 
Kū`ē petition opposing annexation

82%



Under the U.S. Territory of Hawai’i, 
schools erase references to the 
Hawaiian Kingdom, ban the 
Hawaiian language and suppress 
the traditional culture of the 
islands. American History replaces 
Hawaiian History and citizens are 
indoctrinated into American 
identity and culture.

AMERICANIZATION OF HAWAI’I



STATEHOOD
1959



1 9 4 6

With the convening of the United 
Nations in the aftermath of World War 
II, Hawai‘i is added to a list of non-self-
governing territories. The UN commits 
to facilitating self-determination and 
decolonization worldwide.

UNITED NATIONS 
DECOLONIZATION



1 9 5 9

The U.S. government conducts a 
flawed referendum claiming the 
people of Hawai‘i have self-
determined to become a U.S. state. 
It is approved by the United 
Nations, effectively consigning 
Hawai’i to the U.S.

STATEHOOD 
REFERENDUM



UN Resolution 1469 was 
passed without due 

process.

The citizens of the Hawaiian 
Kingdom did not consent to 

becoming a U.S. state.



THE APOLOGY
1993



17 January 1993
100 Years After the Overthrow

“The Native Hawaiian 
people never directly 
relinquished to 
the United States  
their claims to their 
inherent sovereignty 
as a people over their 
national lands.”

U.S. Public Law 103-150



THE MOVEMENT
A MULTI-GENERATIONAL QUEST FOR SELF-DETERMINATION



2 0 1 0 s
U.S. attempts to incorporate Native 
Hawaiians as an American tribal 
nation are halted by advocates for 
self-determination.

2 0 0 0 s
Numerous legal procedures and 
official complaints are made to the 
UN. and other international bodies.

1 9 70 s
Protect Kaho‘olawe and other 
resistance actions challenge the 
legitimacy of the State of Hawai’i.

GEORGE HELM



MAUNA KEA 
PROTESTS

The efforts climax in the Mauna 
Kea protests, galvanizing the 
Hawaiian sovereignty movement 
and bringing international 
awareness to the cause. 



OUR FUTURE
2025



1 2 3 4
INFORM INVITE REVIEW RENEW

Stay informed and 
learn how to support 
efforts across the 
Hawaiian Islands.

Help ensure Hawaiian 
voices are invited to 
participate in issues 
affecting them.

Call for a review of 
ancient and modern 
Hawaiian history in 
the spirit of aloha.

Share and support 
projects working to 
renew the islands and 
culture of Hawai’i.



GET INVOLVED. LEARN MORE. CONTACT US.

hawaiiankingdom.net

http://hawaiiankingdom.net

